RELIGIOUS DATA AND POSSIBLE ANALYSES USING SCENES DATA
Terry Nichols Clark comments 12/8/2007 on overall strategy in ITALICS:

We have a few simple measures of general religiosity, and others that get more refined.
INDIVIDUAL CITIZEN DATA

The first is from the DDB survey of individual citizens, who were asked in the “church” item how often they go:”

Cuts on detail From TNCSyntax2:
*compare DDB with Churches for secularism, religiosity.

 20  CHURCH    Attended church or other place of worship (freq last 12 months)

           1    None

           2    1-4 times

           3    5-8 times

           4    9-11 times

           5    12-24 times

           6    25-51 times

           7    52+ times

Then to permit comparing the DDB results with our other data, we created county-level averages of the above item using the SPSS command Aggregate:

AGGREGATE

  /OUTFILE='H:\CityEntertainment\DDB master34\DDBAgregated to'+

 'County.Religion.Pol.sav'

  /BREAK=countcen

  /religion_mean = MEAN(religion) /church_mean = MEAN(church) /liberal_mean = MEAN(liberal) /idealage_mean = MEAN(idealage).

GET

  FILE='H:\CityEntertainment\DDB master34\DDBAgregated to'+

 ' County.Religion.Pol.sav'.

DATASET NAME DataSet4 WINDOW=FRONT.

GET

  FILE='H:\TAnalysis.Amenities.June2005on\Merge2.sav'.

DATASET NAME DataSet5 WINDOW=FRONT.

COUNTY DENOMIATIONAL ADHERENCE and NUMBERS OF CHURHCES

Then we created two measures taken from this source: the Percent of residents in a county who go to church and Percent who are church members:
Recommendation: for a quick single item from this source: use PCt Adherents rather than Members, since Catholics report that everyone is a member, and it can bias the % if you combine Protestants and Catholics..

	compute PctChAdh = 100*(totadh/totpop).
	compute PctChMb= 100*(totmem /totpop).


[Description] [ Codebook] [ Download] [Search/Analyze]

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CHURCHES AND CHURCH MEMBERSHIP IN THE UNITED STATES, 1990 (COUNTIES)

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

This data set contains statistics by county for 133 Judeo-Christian church bodies, providing information on the number of churches and members. It is not known exactly what percent of total Judeo-Christian adherents this actually represents. When compared to the Yearbook of American and Canadian Churches: 1990, this study accounts for 23 percent more communicant members. 

Please note that this data set may not be sold in any form, including as an addition to proprietary software, without the permission of the copyright holder. Churches and Church Membership in the United States, 1990 is published by the Glenmary Research Center, P.O. Box 507, Mars Hill, NC 28754, (828) 689-5355.

[Information on Survey Procedures]

 DESCRIPTION OF STUDY 

DATA FILE

Cases: 3,141

Variables: 406

DATA COLLECTION

Date Collected: 1990-1991

Funded by

The Lilly Endowment, Inc.

Sampling Procedures

Every denomination listed in the Yearbook of American Churches was approached and asked to participate in the study. Self-report forms were completed by all participating religious bodies.

Principal Investigator

Church Growth Research Center, Church of the Nazarene, Kansas City, MO.

Related Publications

Bradley, M.B., Norman M. Green, Jr., Dale E. Jones, Mac Lynn and Lou McNeil. 1992. Churches and Church Membership in the United States. Glenmary Research Center: Washington, D.C.

Notes

The following is taken from Bradley, M.B., Norman M. Green, Jr., Dale E. Jones, Mac Lynn and Lou McNeil (1992).

Defining Membership: The most critical methodological problem was that of defining church membership. Since there is no generally acceptable definition of church membership, it was felt that the designation of members rested finally with the denominations themselves. In an effort to achieve comparability of data, however, two major categories were established: "communicant, confirmed or full members," and "total adherents."

Since it was planned to use total adherents in computing percent of church membership to total population, in cases where denominations reported only communicant, confirmed or full members, total adherents were estimated by computer according to the following procedure. The total county population was divided by the total county population less children 13 years and under, and the resulting figure was multiplied by the confirmed members. The 1980 U.S. Census was used to determine for each county the population 13 years and under.

Sysfile Info:   D:\Amenities.USA\...embership.ARDA.1990.Counties.Description.sav

File Type:      SPSS Data File

Creation Date:  27-JUL-2004 20:27:36

Label:  None

Two simple summary measures were computed by Terry Nichols Clark  as defined below in the column headings, which were PctChAdh = proportion of total number of person living the county who attended any church (all denominations combined) on an average Sunday:
	name - pasted from original Excel, did not export from SPSS
	compute PctChAdh = 100*(totadh/totpop).
	compute PctChMb= 100*(totmem /totpop).
	state
	county
	fips
	chtotal
	totmem
	totadh
	totpop

	Autauga, AL
	50.58
	68.79
	1
	1
	1001
	70
	17308
	23543
	34222

	Baldwin, AL
	41.05
	60.14
	1
	3
	1003
	181
	40347
	59109
	98280

	Barbour, AL
	49.42
	66.10
	1
	5
	1005
	67
	12562
	16801
	25417

	Bibb, AL
	51.86
	66.01
	1
	7
	1007
	65
	8596
	10941
	16576

	Blount, AL
	53.45
	67.34
	1
	9
	1009
	138
	20979
	26428
	39248

	Bullock, AL
	66.07
	84.31
	1
	11
	1011
	29
	7296
	9309
	11042

	Butler, AL
	89.80
	113.31
	1
	13
	1013
	110
	19659
	24806
	21892

	Calhoun, AL
	55.33
	71.96
	1
	15
	1015
	202
	64202
	83494
	116034


Numbers of adherents as well as Percents from this source are in the file, if you want to compute percents by specific denominations. I did so only for Jews and Catholics in Merge13, with var names like PctCathAd = Percent Catholic Adherents. We have all 133 denominations in our full church files.

How closely interrelated are the DDB and Churches and Church Membership data: reasonably:
CORRELATIONS

  /VARIABLES=religion_mean church_mean liberal_mean idealage_mean PctChMb

  PctChAdh PctCathMb PctCathAd PctJewMb PctJewAd Cath.AllAdh jewish@c totpop

  ITEM218

  /PRINT=TWOTAIL NOSIG

/MISSING=PAIRWISE .
*the 4 r's are .7  .5, .24 and .4, so all are up, but Members more than Adherents.and on DDB, higher for Religion than Church.

SUMMARIZE

  /TABLES=religion_mean church_mean liberal_mean PctChMb PctChAdh PctCathMb PctCathAd  name

  /FORMAT=VALIDLIST NOCASENUM TOTAL LIMIT=100

  /TITLE='Case Summaries'

  /MISSING=VARIABLE

/CELLS=COUNT .

*OK California, Wash and OR do Indeed stand out as Secular!. 1/3 or more less than the rest of the country. No other county in the

US is below 40%. LA is the exception, at 55% adherents, and it is much more catholic that the rest of CA. Is this in Baldassare's books 

on CA?. Who has interpreted?. Ans: Bainbridge and Stark, the Future of Religion has bigger regions but they support our findings here. No clear or compelling “explanation” in Bainbridge or Stark though; I emailed them and they were vague on the issue.
SORT CASES BY

  PctChAdh (D) .

*powerful: CHURCHRANKED BYADHBIGCOUNTIESONLY.HTM          Send to all; CA is at the bottom all right. Send to Mark Baldassare, as there is scarce mention of relig, and none of this.

*get the N's by DDB by county.

AGGREGATE

  /OUTFILE='H:\CityEntertainment\DDB master34\ReligionAgregtoCouncen.sav'

  /BREAK=countcen

  /religion_mean = MEAN(religion) /geograph_mean = MEAN(geograph)  /church_mean = MEAN(church) /liberal_mean = MEAN(liberal) 

 /religion_sum = SUM(religion) /church_sum = SUM (church) /liberal_sum = SUM(liberal) .

ZIPCODE LEVEL DATA
These above DDB and Churches and Church Membership items are for individuals and  counties, and helpful to show broad patterns. But if want to pursue smaller units, zipcodes, we need other sources. So for this we can use our two zipcodes sources:
Bizzip = US Census of Business “religious institutions” is their category, no individual denominations reported, but should be pretty reliable for coverage and consistentcy nationally if one wants an agreage measure.
This is:  esNAICS813110=Religious organizations
For secularization type analysis by zipcodes, we could compute ratios of Religious organizations in a zipcode to other secular organizations, like “Human Rights or Environmental and Wildlife and Other social advocacy organizations”. The Religious should be very  high in Chicago white Catholic areas, for instance, and contrast strongly with areas like college towns or more secular or politically active neighborhoods where the other organizations should be higher. The ratio would adjust for things like population density, residential/non-residential concentration, etc. in contrast to using the absolute values of the items as they are now in the Merge file. These can also be correlated with yoga, new age bookstores, bible shops, etc.
YP= electronic Yellow Pages which has more precise denominations –maybe 10? Like Catholic,  Baptist Churches; these can be identified since most have “category” at the front of the Variable Label, like “category Baptist Churches”
“category Catholic Churches”

Church of Christ, Church of God, Episcopal, etc

We sometimes have coded these from more hierarchical/traditional to more participatory/evangelical:  

1. Catholic

2. Lutheran tradition (Lutheran and Episcopal as it is close the British state Church of England)

3. Calvinist tradition (Presbyterian, Methodists, etc.)

4. Fundamentalist (Baptist, Church of God, LatterDaySaints, Evangelical, Seventh Day Adventist, PentacostalChurches)

Note:  items with  _sum at the end are County totals (aggregated up from zip code data), such as the count of all the Catholic churches in the County (in case you want to consider how much people may go to church or live in a county that has a more religious orientation)


Items with “_sum_ sum”   are Metropolitan area totals, like the five county region all around Chicago and Cook County, including suburban Lake County, DuPage, etc.

